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The astrologers and the alchemists caught it in company in the following, of which I have an unreferenced note.
"Mendacem et futilem hominem nominare qui volunt, calendariographum dicunt; at qui sceleratum simul ac im-postorem, chimicum.9
"Crede ratem ventis corpus ne crede chimistis ; Est qusevis chimica tutior aura fide."10
Among the smaller paradoxes of the day is that of the Times newspaper, which always spells it chymistry : but so, I believe, do Johnson, Walker, and others. The Arabic work is very likely formed from the Greek : but it may be connected either with x7?/*6"1 or with
Lettre d'un gentil-homme de province a une dame de qualite, sur le stijet de la Comete. Paris, 1681, 4to.
An opponent of astrology, whom I strongly suspect to have been one of the members of the Academy of Sciences under the name of a country gentleman,11 writes very good sense on the tremors excited by comets.
The Petitioning-Comet : or a brief Chronology of all the famous Comets and their events, that have happened from the birth of Christ to this very day. Together with a modest enquiry into this present comet, London, 1681, 4to.
A satirical tract against the cometic prophecy : "This present comet (it's true) is of a menacing aspect, but if the new parliament (for whose convention so many good men pray) continue long to sit, I fear not but the star will lose its virulence and malignancy, or at least its portent be averted from this our nation; which being the humble request to God of all good men, makes me thus entitle it, a Petitioning-Comet."
0 "Those who wish to call a man a liar and deceiver speak of him as a writer of almanacs ; but those who (would call him) a scoundrel and an imposter (speak of him as) a chemist.''
10 "Trust your barque to the winds but not your body to a chemist ; any breeze is safer than the faith of a chemist."
"Probably the Jesuit, Pere Claude Frangois Menestrier (1631-T705), a well-known historian.